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Navigating the labyrinth of compliance 
Illuminating the path for banks

BY SARAH WOOLDRIDGE  |  NOVEMBER 2024

In the world of banking, the challenges of maintaining 
compliance with federal regulations are as formidable 
as they are necessary. Among the myriad requirements, 
those related to lighting are particularly emblematic of 
the balancing act banks face – ensuring the safety and 
security of their guests and employees while striving for 
energy efficiency and aesthetic appeal.

Lighting in banking institutions is more than a matter 
of simple illumination; it is a critical component of a 
complex security apparatus. The federal government 
mandates specific lighting requirements, not as 
arbitrary benchmarks but as carefully considered 
measures to deter crime and create a secure 
environment for customers and staff alike.

Compliance challenges

Adhering to these requirements, however, is no simple 
task, presenting a multifaceted challenge, with each 
bank facing a unique set of obstacles. And the rapid 
pace of technological advancement in lighting and 
security systems means that what is compliant today 
may not be tomorrow. Banks must remain agile, 
adapting to new standards while managing costs.

Banks are not mere transactional spaces; they 
are also symbolic fortresses of trust and stability. 
The architectural design must integrate lighting 
solutions that meet compliance requirements without 
compromising the integrity of the design language 



that communicates these values. Lighting systems 
are capital investments with long-term operational 
costs. Financial institutions must navigate the fine 
line between initial investment in compliant, high-
quality lighting and the operational expenses, such 
as energy consumption and maintenance. The push 
for sustainability adds another layer to the challenge. 
Banks must comply not only with safety and security 
regulations but also with environmental standards, 
opting for eco-friendly lighting solutions that can 
sometimes come at a premium.

Location also plays a significant role in lighting 
requirements. What works in an urban setting might 
not suffice in a rural or suburban context, where 
ambient lighting is less prevalent, and the risks differ. 
Requirements of zoning ordinances and overlay 
districts, proximities to airports, and landscape 
design play pivotal roles in building- and site-
lighting design and selection. The complexity of the 
regulatory environment cannot be overstated. Banks 
must navigate a labyrinth of local, state, and federal 
regulations, which can often be moving targets due to 
legislative changes and updates.

Navigation strategies

To tackle these challenges, banks must invest in 
adaptive lighting technologies that can easily be 
updated to meet evolving standards. Smart lighting 
systems that can be controlled and adjusted remotely 
offer one such solution. Architects and designers should 
work closely with compliance experts to embed lighting 
requirements into the initial design phase, ensuring that 
functionality and form are aligned.

By conducting thorough lifecycle cost analyses, banks 
can understand the long-term implications of their 
lighting systems, making informed decisions that 
balance cost with compliance. Regular audits can also 
help banks assess their environmental impact and 

identify compliant lighting solutions that reduce both 
their carbon footprint and their energy bills.

Keeping in mind that there is no one-size-fits-all 
solution, banks and designers must partner to devise 
location-specific approaches, tailoring their lighting 
strategies to the unique challenges and risks of each 
site. They should also stay engaged with the regulatory 
process to anticipate changes and influence standards 
that impact operations.

The path to compliance for banks is as complex as 
the regulations that govern them. As architects, we 
play a pivotal role in this journey, not just by designing 
spaces that meet today’s standards but by envisioning 
environments that can adapt to the demands of 
tomorrow. It is through this lens that we must view the 
challenge of lighting compliance – not as a hurdle but 
as an opportunity to innovate, to secure, and to shine.
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